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Refuge News—Deep Water Horizon Oil Spill 
While the news media reported the effects of the BP oil spill on 
the Gulf of Mexico, some people may be surprised how involved 
in the response the staff at Balcones was. Migratory birds are a 
trust species of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The Service 
also conducts, coordinates, and 
supervises search and capture 
for oiled wildlife. 

So far this year, 11 staff 
members reported to the 
spill for a total of 17 two-
week tours, with about half 
the staff serving two tours. 
That represents 34 weeks of 
duty dedicated to the Gulf. In 
addition Balcones coordinated 
and tracked the paperwork for 
20 other volunteers and Fish 
and Wildlife Service personnel. 
Jobs were varied with Carl 
Schwope going to Atlanta and 
then later to Houma, Louisiana 
to serve as an advisor in one of 
the overhead positions. Some 
staff worked in logistics, or 
administration. Most of us worked in Wildlife Operations, where 
oil birds were captured and transported to cleaning stations and 
dead birds were photographed and documented as part of the oil 
impact. Others ran transects and counted unaffected birds right 
after the spill to learn where birds were most at risk. 

Photo by Karen Kilfeather

Calendar at a glance
October 9 - Refuge Week Event (pg 2)

October 10 - The Big Sit! (pg 3)

October 14, 17, 26, 31 - Guided walks at Doeskin Ranch (pg 3)

October 23 - Nature Day & Annual Meeting (pg 3)

December 20 - Christmas Bird Count (pg 3)

February 5, 2011 - Sparrowfest (pg 2)

Land Acquisition 

Balcones received $1 million from the Land and Water 
Conservation Trust Fund (LWCF) to purchase land within the 

Refuge’s acquisition boundary from willing sellers at fair market 
value. The Refuge is hoping to purchase approximately 350 acres 
in Burnet County. Funding for the LWCF comes from revenues 
the Federal Government receives from off-shore oil drilling 
leases of the Outer Continental Shelf. While the FY2011 budget 
has not been approved, Balcones is slated to receive $2 million. 
This money will be used to purchase additional land within the 
acquisition boundary to protect and manage habitats for both the 
Golden-cheeked Warbler and Black-capped Vireo. 

Because Balcones responds to other disasters, refuge staff already 
had a lot of the prerequisite training. The oil spill required that 
responders take a 24 hour Hazardous Materials training class, 
and a special BP class for oil spills, plus training in the Incident 
Command System, aircraft (helicopter) safety, certification in the 
operation of ATVs and of course knowledge of bird identification 

and handling. 

Oiled birds and impacted 
wetlands were documented 
under the National Resource 
Damage Assessment and 
Recovery (NRDAR) — a place 
of prominence in redressing 
the harm that is being done to 
wildlife and to people as a result 
of this oil spill. 

NRDAR operates under three 
laws: the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability 
Act of 1980 (also known as 
CERCLA or Superfund); the 
Clean Water Act; and the Oil 
Pollution Act of 1990 (OPA). 

When a hazardous substance such as oil enters the environment, 
fish, wildlife, and other natural resources can be injured. Under 
OPA, the party responsible must not only remove the oil and clean 
up the spill site; it must also compensate the public for any natural 
resource injuries, diminishment, or loss of use or services. Several 
Department of the Interior bureaus, along with state, tribal, and 
other federal partners, act as trustees for these resources on behalf 
of the public. The Service greatly regrets the loss of life from the 
explosion and fire. Our thoughts go out to those who have lost 
loved ones in this incident. 

An oiled gannet is cleaned at the Theodore Oiled Wildlife Rehabilitation Center 
June 17, 2010. U.S. Coast Guard photo, Petty Officer 3rd Class Colin White.
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Hosts Free “REFUGE WEEK” Event for Adults and  Kids on October 9, 2010

The public is invited to attend a variety of free nature walks and other activities at Doeskin Ranch on Balcones Canyonlands 
National Wildlife Refuge on Saturday, October 9, 2010. This Refuge Week celebration is held from 8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

A partial listing of activities includes:
A live snake show t “What’s in Your Backyard?” t Bird and Butterflies for Beginners Walk t Useful Native Plants Walk t 
Water Wonders Walk t Discovering Refuge Diversity t Birding by Ear Walk t Incredible Insects Walk t Nature Photography 
workshop t And many more activities! Complete details available online.

Bring good outdoor foot wear, clothing, a hat, and water with you. You may want to bring lunch and drink since they are not 
available for sale. Doeskin Ranch public use area is located northwest of Lago Vista on RR 1174 almost 4.5 miles north of the 
intersection between FM 1431 and RR 1174.  For more information about Refuge Week or to register for an activity, contact 
Rob Iski at (512) 339-9432 x 70. Check out the Friends of Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge web site at www.
friendsofbalcones.org or the refuge website at www. fws.gov./southwest /refuges/texas/balcones/index.htm.

 

 

Sparrowfest - February 5, 2011 
Led by sparrow experts Byron Stone, Bill Reiner, and Randy Pinkston. 
Registration starts Dec. 5, 2010

The ever-popular Sparrow Workshop returns to Balcones Canyonlands! Plan to join us at the 
Flying X Ranch, Balcones Canyonlands NWR. Classroom sessions will be held at the Flying X 
Ranch with field trips to Balcones Canyonlands NWR. 

Workshop price per person:
$60 Friends members, $80 nonmembers
Become a Friends member. Join Friends for $25 and pay $60 for workshop! Please join or renew 
online before registering for the workshop. It will not show up as selectable until you have joined. 
Price includes breakfast and lunch. 

Saturday Night 6:30 p.m. Optional SparrowHawk Dinner
Stay for dinner and socialize about the day’s experience! This is an optional event and will re-
quire an additional fee of $15.00 per person to cover costs. Field Sparrow (Spizella pusilla)

Photo courtesy of Byron Stone

SUSTAINING BUSINESS MEMBERS! 

Friends of Balcones 
honored the Lago Vista 

and Jonestown Chamber of 
Commerce and the City of 
Lago Vista with a plaque 
recognizing 5 years of 
ongoing support and con-
tribution to the Balcones 
Songbird Festival.  

Plaques were presented to 
Chamber President Chuck 
Wills and Mayor Randy 
Kruger which reads: In ap-
preciation of your continu-
ing commitment to land and habitat conservation in the pursuit 
of a balanced and healthy ecosystem.

City of Lago Vista Mayor Randy Kruger & 
Cathy Harrington. Photo credit: Sharon Macut
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Join Us!
Guided Walks at Doeskin Ranch
Get to know one public tract better. On October 14th, 17th, 26th, 
or 31st discover a diverse and beautiful piece of land. Doeskin 
offers limestone bluffs, prairie, and riparian flora and fauna.

The walk will cover all aspects of the natural world, with 
emphasis on the plants and birds. Questions and interactive 
discussion is encouraged. Remember to bring water and 
snacks, wear comfortable walking shoes and appropriate 
weather gear.

The walk will be led by Diane Sherrill, a local native plant 
landscaper and amateur naturalist. Diane has been a member 
of the Native Plant Society of Texas since 1997, a Wildflower 
Center Docent, and a BCNWR volunteer since 2002.

Annual Campaign Announced
The Friends of Balcones Canyonlands NWR is pleased to announce 
the launching of an Annual Campaign to give all Texans, and others 
who have a passion for saving two endangered Texas songbirds, 
an opportunity to participate in an effort to protect and expand the 
refuge. Walking the trails of the refuge and taking in its magnitude 
and beauty, it is heartening to know that our country began the 
process of preserving this for us. But, completing the 42,000-acre 
refuge is now threatened due to encroaching development. To 
save this rolling Texas Hill Country habitat and the endangered 
Golden-cheeked Warbler, it will take the passion and investment of 
individuals like you! An annual campaign is the most cost-effective 
way to raise money for the refuge because there are virtually little 
to no overhead costs. Members and volunteers will be sending 
letters, emails, and making phone calls to other friends, members, 
and volunteers in an effort to raise $5,000 by December 31, 2010. 
Stay tuned for a potential matching grant from the National Fish & 
Wildlife Foundation!

Friends who make a gift of $100 or 
more will receive recognition on 
our website, and donors of $1,000 
or more will have an opportunity 
to have their name included 
on all of the advertising and 
publicity for the 2011 Songbird 
Festival. 

More importantly, with your 
gift, we can look forward to 
protection for the Golden-
cheeked Warbler and the 
Black-capped Vireo, and 
expanded education and 
recreation opportunities at 
the refuge.

Please join us, and make your gift today! Click here to 
make a gift online or by mail: www.balconessongbirdfestival.org/
Content/Documents/Document.ashx?DocId=68505. For further 
information, or to discuss your gift, please contact Shelia Hargis, 
President, Friends of Balcones Canyonlands NWR at 512-294-0272, 
or email shelia@friendsofbalcones.org.

For Members and Volunteers Only, 
Nature Day & Annual Meeting – October 23
If you are a Friends member and/or a refuge volunteer, join us 
on October 23 for a fun-filled day on the refuge. The morning 
will be filled with field trips to tracts of the fefuge not open 
to the public. We’ll be looking for birds, butterflies, plants, 
and whatever else catches our attention. At lunch time, we’ll 
convene at the Flying X for lunch (potluck with the Friends 
supplying the meat), our annual meeting which will include our 
board member election, recognition of refuge volunteers, and an 
opportunity to mingle and make new friends.

Check our website, www.friendsofbalcones.org, for more 
details and to register. Also information on the slate of board 
members that you will be voting on is available on our website. 
And, if you aren’t a member yet, it is not too late to join. Join 
online and then join us for the fun on October 23!

Balcones Canyonlands NWR 
Christmas Bird Count 2010
Join us on Monday, December 20th, for the annual Balcones 
Christmas Bird Count. What is a Christmas Bird Count? This 
year and every year for the past 111 years, from December 14th 
through January 5th tens of thousands of volunteers throughout 
the Americas have taken part in an adventure that has become a 
family tradition for generations. Families and students, birders and 
scientists, armed with binoculars, bird guides, and checklists go out 
on an annual mission – to make a difference as citizen-scientists. 
They will collect data for the longest running wildlife census to 
assess the health of bird populations. Everyone who takes part in 
the Christmas Bird Count does it for love of birds and the excite-
ment of friendly competition – and with the knowledge that their 
efforts are making a difference for science and bird conservation. 
For more information, go to www.balconescbc.org on the internet 
or email balconescbc@gmail.com.

The Big Sit! Sunday, October 10th, 2010
There’s no birding event like it. Compete with teams throughout 
the country to see how many species you can count in a 17-foot 
diameter circle of your choosing within a 24-hour period – 
while sitting and relaxing! The official Balcones Canyonlands 
NWR circle will be during daylight hours at Doeskin Ranch 
on October 10th, so drop by and join us when you can for the 
biggest tailgate party in birding. This will be the second year for 
this event and we couldn’t be more excited about it.  

The simplicity of the concept makes 
The Big Sit! so appealing. Pick a good 
spot for birdwatching, create a real or 
imaginary circle 17-foot in diameter and 
sit inside the circle for as long as your 
circle wants to, counting all the bird 
species you see or hear. That’s it. Find a 
spot, sit in it, have fun. THE BIG SIT! 
is like a Big Day, or a bird-a-thon in that 
the object is to tally as many bird species 
as can be seen or heard within 24 hours. 
The difference lies in the area limitation from which you can 
observe. Visit the Bird Watcher’s Digest website to see a video 
about the event and read more about it. The Big Sit!- the most 
sedentary event in birding. Don’t miss it!



The CRIER newsletter is printed with the generous help of Minuteman Press!                                
Newsletter Editor - Tess Sherman
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Friends of Balcones Canyonlands NWR
Membership Application

I wish to become a member and make a donation of $_______

Membership donation levels 
$25, $50, $100, $200, $300, $500, $1,000

Name  ____________________________________
Address  ____________________________________
City, State, Zip  ____________________________________
Phone  ____________________________________
Email  ____________________________________

I wish to receive my newsletter 
 via email  via USPS

I’d like to volunteer for _______________________________

This is a donation in the memory of______________________

Please mail to: 
Friends of Balcones
P.O. Box 4678
Lago Vista, TX 78645

Enjoy The Refuge, 
Share The Fun

Our new Friends Mem-
bership Committee is 
asking our members to 
help distribute book-
marks to vendors, orga-
nizations, etc. 

To help, please e-mail: ruth@
friendsofbalcones.org.

To join, visit: 
www.friendsofbalcones.org

As of mid-September, about 140 people have responded 
to the Refuge System’s Facebook awareness campaign, 

which encourages people to go to the Refuge System Web site 
to find local refuges and Friends organizations. The Facebook 
notice, headlined “Love Wildlife?”, has been posted on more 
than 700,000 Facebook pages of those who have shown an 
interest in wildlife conservation.

While the Refuge System can’t measure whether people 
who clicked on the ad actually joined a Friends group, it is 
another opportunity to put the mission of the Refuge System 
and Friends organizations front-and-center before a vast 
audience. Interesting note: the response rate went up after the 
accompanying photo was changed from a pelican to cuddly 
polar bear cubs.  

Facebook notices are inexpensive ways for Refuge Friends 
groups to highlight membership. A special issue of the Refuge 
System’s quarterly Friends Forward newsletter, mailed in 

early October, focuses on how Friends can use such “new media” 
tools as Facebook and Twitter, to increase awareness about national 
wildlife refuges.

Refuge System Facebook Following Is Growing
Just three weeks after the Refuge System’s launched its Facebook 
site, www.facebook.com/USFWSRefuges, more than 760 people 
were following the conversation. And the number of Facebook 
followers is growing significantly each week. Be sure to become a 
follower of the page – and ask your friends to do the same. 

And Twitter, Too
The Refuge System is pumping out news on its own Twitter site 
as well: www.twitter.com/USFWSRefuges. It’s a great way to get 
spread the word about events and accomplishments across the 
country. Give your Twitter and Facebook ideas to Karen Leggett in 
the Refuge System Branch of Communications (Karen_Leggett@
fws.gov).

Facebook May Bring New Friends to Friends


