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***********************************Short version*****************************************
Sparrow Fest   January 28, 2012   7:00am – 7:00pm
Join us for a class on Sparrow identification! This ever-popular Sparrow Workshop returns to Balcones Canyonlands NWR! Led by Sparrow Experts Byron Stone, Bill Reiner and Randy Pinkston. Located about 30 miles NW of Austin, TX. Space is limited. 
Workshop Price per person:
$80 Friends members
$100 nonmembers
Price includes Breakfast and Lunch.
Saturday Night 6:30 p.m. Optional SparrowHawk Dinner
Stay for dinner and socialize the days experience! This is an optional event and will require an additional fee of $15.00 per person to cover costs.
Online registration begins December 1, 2011
call: 512 965-2473 
email: friends@friendsofbalcones.org  
web: http://friendsofbalcones.org/sf
*******************************************Longer version*********************************
Sparrow Fest  January 28, 2012  7:00am – 7:00pm
Flying X Ranch on FM 1174
Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge 
Located about 30 miles NW of Austin, TX. Space is limited.
Online registration begins December 1, 2011
Workshop Price per person:
$80 Friends members
$100 nonmembers
Price includes Breakfast and Lunch.
Saturday Night 6:30 p.m. Optional SparrowHawk Dinner
Stay for dinner and socialize the days experience! This is an optional event and will require an additional fee of $15.00 per person to cover costs.
call: 512 965-2473 
email: friends@friendsofbalcones.org  
web: http://friendsofbalcones.org/sf
PREPARE FOR SPARROWMANIA!

This ever-popular Sparrow Workshop returns to Balcones Canyonlands NWR! 
Led by Sparrow Experts Byron Stone, Bill Reiner and Randy Pinkston. 
On Saturday January 28, 2012, we will conduct SparrowFest at Balcones Canyonlands NWR northwest of Austin. This is our sixth annual celebration of the embarrassment of Emberizid riches with which central Texas, and BCNWR in particular, are often blessed in winter.
SparrowFest is conducted as a one-day workshop and fundraiser for Friends of Balcones Canyonlands NWR with field trips in the morning and afternoon, lunch and a sparrow slide show at mid-day, and an optional "Sparrow Countdown and Dinner" in the evening after the last field trips. This year, our three field trip leaders (Byron Stone, Bill Reiner and Randy Pinkston) will escort about 35 festival participants divided into three groups morning and afternoon to several different refuge tracts and two different private properties adjacent to the refuge.
Last year 2011 Review from Bryon Stone
    We dodged a weather-related bullet and were able to hold SparrowFest yesterday at Balcones Canyonlands NWR for the sixth year.
If Friday's snowstorm had arrived one day later, we would have had to cancel the festival.
It was still quite cold Saturday morning, in the mid-20's with a stiff northwesterly wind, but warmed up significantly as the day progressed, and conditions became quite pleasant in the afternoon as temperatures climbed to the high 50's and the wind died down somewhat. There was still a bit of snow and ice in shady spots on the ground and on the entry drive to the Flying X Friday night and Saturday morning, but all major roads were in good shape and we had no weather-related road mishaps before, during or after SparrowFest.

My birding started with a bang just before sunrise yesterday when I relocated one of the 2 Lark Buntings Bill Reiner had seen the afternoon before at the Flying X, and I was able to show the bird to several participants who arrived early. This and the other bird were relocated several times later in the day, and most festival participants were able to get their fill of this irregular winter specialty of our area.
We were "only" able to locate 17 sparrow species during the day, a lower total than any of our previous years (which have ranged from 18 to 20), but SparrowFest participants still appeared to enjoy the opportunity to see LeConte's and Grasshopper Sparrows (and others) at close range, and the opportunity to study in the classroom and in the field the abundance and diversity of wintering Emberizids that beneficent land management in central Texas can afford. Our sparrow "misses" were the ones that are toughest for us to find regularly on the refuge, including Eastern Towhee (regular but still rare in winter in central Texas), Canyon Towhee (regular but extremely local and perhaps declining on the eastern Plateau), Harris' Sparrow (somewhat irregular on the eastern plateau in winter, even though it is reliably present in winter on the blackland prairies to the east of the plateau), and Swamp Sparrow (hard to find in winter on or near the refuge because of the scarcity of appropriate habitat and also perhaps because some of these birds present earlier in the winter move further south in January and February in response to severe winter weather).
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Other birds of interest for the day were a couple of Sage Thrashers seen well by participants on Bill Reiner's morning trip to Simons Tract, and a Merlin spotted at the Flying X after lunch by Jeff Patterson.

Many thanks to my co-leaders Bill Reiner, Randy Pinkston and Jeff Patterson for providing skillful and enthusiastic field trip leadership and classroom support. Thanks also to the refuge management who continue to support this "sparrow outreach," and to the owners of Peaceful Springs Preserve and Cedar Stump Ranch for providing access to their enchanting properties. And thanks to Friends of Balcones volunteers Shelia Hargis, Laurie Foss, Dub Lyon, Sandi Gilchrist and others for helping in the kitchen and with crowd control. ; )
Thanks to John Harrington for spending the day in the kitchen instead of out in the field (where I suspect he would have preferred to be). And thanks most of all to Cathy Harrington, without whose organization and enthusiasm SparrowFest could not take place. My apologies in advance for anyone whose name I've omitted. It takes a village to raise a SparrowFest.

Check the Friends of Balcones website <friendsofbalcones.org> in late November or early December next year for information about SparrowFest 2012.

Hope to see many of you back at SparrowFest next year.
Sincerely,
Byron Stone, Austin
It was a great day to be a Sparrowhawk!
[image: image2.jpg]



One of the cooperative Canyon Towhees at Hickory Pass Ranch,
warming up--like the rest of us--in the morning sun.
Photo: Fred Zagst
