
RIPARIAN HABITAT 

BRIDGES TO BIRDING 
 



• Ask the students what they notice around them 
that might be one of the following: 
– Woodlands/Forest (difference is the canopy 

height in forests) 
– Grasslands or prairie 
– Coastal 
– Desert 
– Wetlands (marshes or swamps (trees in swamps) 
– Aquatic 
– Riparian 





• Riparian comes from the Latin word “ripa”, which 
means stream bank.  

• A Riparian Ecosystem is a transitional system 
between aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems.  

• These are either freshwater or marine and can lie 
near lakes, streams, pond, rivers, oceans or any 
body of water.  

WHAT IS RIPARIAN HABITAT? 

INSTRUCTOR SLIDE 





Zonation (parts of Riparian Habitat) 

• Sedges and rushes live on the banks at or above 
water level.  

• Shrubs live above the sedges and rush.  
• Deciduous trees live above the bank and provide 

shade and a home for various species.  
• The trees are the last plant species in a Riparian 

system.  





WHY IS IT IMPORTANT? 

• Very diverse ecosystem 
• Very rich in life (various 

animals and plant)  
• Various plant species 

create a food source  
• Shelter for insects, 

birds, mammals, and 
even fish in the water 
 

• large woody debris 
provide shelter  

• bank stabilization, 
minimizing erosion  

• filter sediments and 
runoff  

• Separates pollutants 
from organic matter  

• shade production  
 



WHAT IS GOING ON HERE? 



WHAT IS GOING ON HERE? 

• Ask the students what 
they notice in the two 
pictures. 
– Is the water clean? 
– Is anything growing on 

the shoreline? 
– What do you think this 

means for plants, 
animals and people? 

 



Building a Home (Nests) 
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RIPARIAN & FLYWAYS 

• As the students look at the picture, ask them how 
a healthy riparian habitat would: 
– Affect birds traveling long distances to find 

shelter/food (flyways) 
– What about butterflies?  Monarchs migrate same as 

birds 
– Ask if these effects might cause larger problems (like 

endangered species, unhealthy water for humans too, 
etc.) 



Human Influence 



Human Influence 
• One problem is that humans tend to straighten and bend waterways at 

angles. This disrupts currents and creates areas of high erosion.  
• Irrigation ditches are easily flooded because they are not able to handle 

excess water. High rains can cause them to flood creating more 
problems.  

• Straight channels reduces surface area of banks and therefore reduces 
the amount of habitat available for animals. This in turn creates 
competition for space and food.  

• When buildings and unnatural structures are placed in a floodplain and 
near waterways reduce the ability of the soil to absorb the water.  

• Buildings also impede the movement of the water and will be damaged 
by the excess water.  
 





Loss of Habitat = Species Problems 
• From the 1950s through the 1970s, 50% of the juniper 

and oak woodlands were clear-cut for cattle grazing 
pasture.   

• Canyons were flooded making many reservoirs, 
flooding the riparian habitat preferred by the GCW 
(juniper woodlands for nesting materials, juniper and 
oak woodlands for nesting, and riparian habitat for 
food). 

• The Golden-cheeked Warbler was placed on the 
Endangered Species List on May 4, 1990. 
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