
Yucca Giant-Skipper 
(a butterfly) 

 

Habitat Clues 
It likes to nectar on flowers.  It’s caterpillar can 
only eat yucca plants.  In this area, yucca are low-
lying plants with wide leaves that stick up like 
spears. 

Fun Facts 
This brown butterfly has a big fat body like a 
moth, but it flies like a jet.  It’s caterpillar lives in 
a chimney it makes out of it’s frass (it’s poop). 

Grasshopper 
 

 

Habitat Clues 
Grasshoppers prefer to eat grasses, but they’ll eat 
almost anything green and low-lying.  They eat a 
lot, so they need a lot of vegetation. 

Fun Facts 
Grasshoppers are eating machines.  They can fly 
for short distances.  The ones with colorful wings 
are sometimes mistaken for butterflies. 



Cockroach 
 

 

Habitat Clues 
Cockroaches can live almost anywhere and eat 
almost anything. 

Fun Facts 
Most kinds of cockroaches live outside and never 
come inside.  They have lived on this planet for 
350 million years, while insects have only been 
around for 400 million years. 

Mosquito 
 

 

Habitat Clues 
Mosquito larvae float and have snorkels for 
breathing.  Adult mosquitoes only lay their eggs 
in water so they can’t go too far away from water. 

Fun Facts 
Mosquitoes are a kind of fly.  Flies only have two 
wings.  Dragonflies and bats eat so many 
mosquitoes that they can reduce mosquito 
populations. 



Dragonfly 
 

 

Habitat Clues 
Dragonfly larvae eat mosquito larvae and 
sometimes eat small fish.  Adult dragonflies eat 
flying insects, and they have to lay their eggs in 
water. 

Fun Facts 
Dragonflies rely on their eyes as much as people 
do.  When a dragonfly lands, it holds its wings 
straight out to the sides.  A damselfly looks like a 
dragonfly, but when it lands it closes its wings 
together over its back. 

Termite 
 

 

Habitat Clues 
Termites eat dead, decaying wood, and so that’s 
where they live too. 

Fun Facts 
Termites eat wood but they can’t digest it without 
some help.  They have very tiny protozoa living 
in their stomachs that digest the wood for them. 



Satyr Butterfly 
(“say-ter” or “sat-er”) 

 

Habitat Clues 
Satyrs prefer shaded areas.  They don’t nectar at 
flowers.  Instead they drink juices from tree sap, 
carrion (dead animals), and scat (poop). 

Fun Facts 
Satyrs are brown butterflies with eyespots on 
their wings.  They don’t flap their wings much, 
and if you watch them between flaps, you can see 
them flying through the air with their wings 
closed. 

Cicada 
 

 

Habitat Clues 
Cicada larvae drink juices from the roots of trees.  
The adults find very high perches to make their 
loud chittering calls. 

Fun Facts 
Cicadas are big clumsy bugs with big eyes. Their 
larvae live in the ground.  Some species live in 
the ground for only one year, but some live in the 
ground for 17 years. 



Wolf Spider 
 

 

Habitat Clues 
Wolf spiders hunt any place where the ground is 
dry, as long as long as they can hide in grass or 
leaf litter, and as long as there are bugs to eat. 

Fun Facts 
Wolf spiders stay on the ground because they 
have trouble climbing.  Some hunt during the day 
and some hunt at night.  Most hunt by sitting still.  
When prey walks by they jump and tackle it.  
Spiders are arachnids, not insects. 

 


